27 MAY B

EL BALVADOR: Mililary Seizes Investigation

The armed forces have laken control trom civiilan authorities in the
two-month-old investigation of milita peraonnel Inv in
kidnaping for profit,
The case will be han e

legal provision that gives tha military jurisdiction over cases Involving
subversion and terroriam. arlier this manth
that the accused leader of ing—Lieulenant Colonal

Staben—was released for “lack of avidence,” while some
accomplices, including another Important lina officer, Lieutenant
Colonel Zacapa, remain at large. Three suspecied members of the

crime ring have died In suspicious circumsiancas —iwo while In police
custody and another after being released from |ail tampouri!y._
Comment: Pressures within the armad lorces probably are behind

the unprecedentad application of Decres 50 lo criminal activity by
military personnel. Military courts probably will fimil the scope of

the investigation, which could 1arnish the thiernational image of
justice In EI Salvador. Civillan investigators were making progress In

developing evidence implicating Staben, Zacapa, and al least
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